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Jan.-Mar.  1998  Bed 
Tax  Revenues  Down 

Montana's  "bed  tax"  collections 
declined  4%  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1998,  the  first  statewide  decline  since 
the  tourism-related  tax  was  created 
in  1987.  Bozeman,  Butte  and  the  Gold 
West  Country  tourism  region  did 
experience  "bed  tax"  revenue  growth 
for  the  period,  but  the  other  seven 
reporting  communities  and  five  tourism 
regions  all  had  declines.  For  January 
through  March  1998,  statewide  "bed 
tax"  collections  were  $1.68  million 
compared  with  $1.74  million  collected 
during  the  quarter  in  1997. 

"Some  of  this  decline  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  El  Nino  and  our  mild  winter 
weather  that  affected  some  aspects  of 
the  states  venter  recreation  industry," 
said  Travel  Montana  Director  Matthew 
Cohn.  "It  may  also  be  another  indica- 
tor that  Montana's  visitation  numbers 
are  continuing  to  level  off.  Fortunately, 
May  visitation  reports  from  attractions 
around  the  state  are  up  which  gives 
us  reason  to  continue  being  optimistic 
about  the  1998  tourism  year." 

Gold  West  Country  reported  1% 
growth  in  "bed  tax"  collections  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1998.  Custer 
Country  and  Glacier  Country  were 
down  3%.  Russell  and  Yellowstone 
Countries  were  off  5%,  and  Missouri 
River  Country  reported  an  8% 
decline  for  the  quarter.  Butte  showed 
17%  growth  in  "bed  tax"  revenue 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1998.  Bozeman 
had  a  13%  increase.  Kalispell  and 
Missoula  each  reported  a  1%  decline, 
Billings  and  West  Yellowstone 
were  down  3%  and  Great  Falls' 
collections  dropped  6%  for  the 
period.  Whitefish  and  Helena  were 
off  10%  and  15%,  respectively. 

Twenty-one  of  the  state's  56  coun- 
ties reported  "bed  tax"  revenue  being 
up  for  the  first  quarter  of  1998. 


Early  Season  Visitor 
Numbers  Up 

While  first  quarter  1998  "bed  tax" 
collections  were  down.  May  1998  saw 
more  visitors  at  many  Montana  attrac- 
tions than  last  year.  A  survey  of  1 6 
larger  attractions  across  Montana 
showed  that  1 1  had  more  visitors  this 
May  than  in  May  1997.  Glacier  and 
Yellowstone  Parks  reported  substantial 
visitation  growth  for  the  month;  31% 
and  15%,  respectively.  In  between  the 
two  parks,  attractions  ranging  from 
the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  near 
Hardin,  Fort  Peck  Dam  south  of 
Glasgow,  Grant  Kohrs  Historic  Ranch 
in  Deer  Lodge,  Big  Hole  Battlefield 
near  Wisdom  and  the  Moiese  Bison 
Range  north  of  Missoula  all  reported 
increased  visitation  for  the  month. 


Visitation  up  31% 
May  '98 


YELLOWSTONE 


Visitation  up  1 5% 
May  '98 


Bed  Tax  Futures 
Task  Force  IVIeeting 

Schedule,  Public 
Comment  Process 

The  Tourism  Advisory  Council's 
(TAG)  Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force 
has  scheduled  three  pubUc  meetings 
across  Montana  as  they  work  to 
develop  recommendations  for  the  best 
future  use  of  Montana's  "bed  tax" 
revenues.  A  June  29  meeting  was  held 


at  the  Grant  Creek  Inn  in  Missoula. 
The  next  task  force  meeting  will  be 
in  Billings  from  7  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Monday,  August  10,  and  all  day 
Tuesday,  August  1 1 .  Both  sessions 
will  be  at  the  Billings  Sheraton  Hotel. 
The  Monday  night  meeting  is  a  public 
comment  session.  A  final  task  force 
meeting  is  planned  for  Helena, 
September  18.  The  task  force 
recommendations  will  be  presented  to 
the  TAG  at  its  regular  October  meeting. 
The  task  force  has  created  a  number 
of  methods  for  you  and  others  to 
submit  comments  about  the  best  use 
of  Montana's  "bed  tax"  revenues.  You 
can  call,  write,  FAX  or  e-mail  your 
comments  to  the  task  force.  Here  is 
the  contact  information: 

Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force 

c/o  Travel  Montana 
Box  200533 

Helena,  MT  59620-0533 
Phone:  Anna  Marie  Moe, 
406-444-2654 
FAX:  406-444-1800 
Internet:http://travelmontana. state. mt. 
us/future. htm 

The  Internet  site  also  has 
information  about  the  current 
uses  of  the  "bed  tax"  and  a  list 
of  task  force  members. 


Travel  Montana 

Offering  $150,000  In 

1 998  TiiP  Grants 

Montana  communities  and  organi- 
zations involved  with  tourism-related 
infrastructure  projects  can  apply  for 
$150,000  in  state  "bed  tax"  grant 
funds  through  Travel  Montana's  1998 
Tourism  Infrastructure  Investment 
Program  (TIIP).  TIIP  grant  applications 
and  guidelines  are  available  through 
Travel  Montana's  Anna  Marie  Moe, 
444-2654.  The  1998  application 
deadline  is  July  31. 

Project  funding  recommendations 
will  be  presented  at  the  October  TAG. 

The  TIIP  grants  provide  matching 
funds  for  non-profit  organizations 
involved  in  developing  new  tourism- 
related  products  or  enhancing  existing 
tourism-related  facilities  and  services. 


Two  Montana  Projects 
Initiated  In  June 

June  marked  the  official  opening 
of  eastern  Montana's  first  state- 
sponsored  visitor  information 
center/rest  area  complex  in  Wibaux 
and  ground  was  broken  for  a  $45 
million  hotel/  condominium  project 
at  Big  Sky. 

The  $831,000  Wibaux  VIC/rest 
area  opened  its  doors  to  visitors 
following  June  12  ceremonies. 
Travel  Montana's  Matthew  Cohn 
was  at  the  opening  and  calls  the 
local-state  project  one  of  the  nicest 
VIC/rest  area  facilities  in  the  state. 
The  agencies  involved  included 
both  the  town  and  county  of 
Wibaux,  Montana  Department 
of  Transportation  and  Travel  Montana. 

The  ceremonial  groundbreaking 
for  Big  Sky's  new  Summit  Hotel 
Condominium  took  place  June  19. 
The  $45  million  project  adds  106 
luxury  units  to  the  year-round 
resort's  facilities.  Completion  date 
is  the  year  2000. 


CTAP  &  Forest  Service 

Funds  Help  Northern 

Cheyenne  Project 

The  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce  will  open  a 
15-unit  campground  this  summer 
with  the  help  of  a  $20,000  grant  from 
Travel  Montana's  Community  Tourism 
Assessment  Program  and  another 
$25,310  from  the  U.S.  Forest  Service. 
The  campground  is  located  next  to 
the  chamber's  facilities  in  Lame  Deer. 
Travel  Montana's  Cultural  Tourism 
Specialist  Shari  Nault-Pullar  has 
worked  with  the  tribe  and  chamber 
on  the  project.  She  organized  a  July 
campground  workshop  featuring 
Volley  Reed,  a  Blackfeet  tribal  member 
who  operates  the  successful  Old 
North  Trail  Campground  in  Babb.  She 
will  work  with  Northern  Cheyenne 
outfitter  Zane  Spang  and  others 
to  present  a  tourism  services  and 
marketing  workshop  there  in  August. 

Info  Needed  For  1999 
Montana  Travel  Planner 

The  1999  Montana  Travel  Planner  is 
currently  being  put  together.  Survey 
forms  have  been  sent  out  and  the 
deadline  for  response  is  August  10, 
1998.  Even  if  there  are  no  changes  to 
your  listing.  Travel  Montana  needs  the 
survey  signed  and  returned  by  August 
10,  1998.  If  you  have  questions,  call 
Donnie  Sexton  (444-2636)  or  Susan 
Albrecht  (444-1617) 


Sarah  Lawlor  Joins 
Travel  Montana  Staff 

Sarah  Lawlor  is  the  new  adminis- 
trative assistant  to  Travel  Montana 
Director  Matthew  Cohn.  Sarah 
came  to  Helena  from  her  marketing 
position  with  Big  Sky  Ski  & 
Summer  Resort.  A  New  England 
native,  Sarah  has  a  political  science 
degree  from  the  University  of 
Vermont.  Welcome,  Sarah! 


Travel  Montana 
Calendar 

July 

22-26    Virginia  City/Butte  Media  Tour 

August 

5  MTRI  Working  Group 

Meeting,  Helena 
11-16    Russell  Country  Media  Tour 
10-11    Bed  Tax  Futures  Task 

Force,  Billings 


Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
will  be  provided  to  disabled  persons  on  request. 
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